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This is a revised and extended version of my account published in 2020.1 The map on the 
front page is from Theatre of the Empire of Great Britaine by John Speed and dates from 
about 1611. 


Appendix C sets out the descent of Eleanor Poole (1713-1781) from William Poole (buried 
1701) & his wife Dorothy Line. Three of that couple’s four parents - Ann Poole, John Line 
and Anna Maria Line (formerly Corby) - died of the plague at Hanging Houghton and, 
through Eleanor and her husband Thomas Allom (1712-1786), were ancestors of all the 
branches of the Howcutt family who currently live in the British Isles. 


Francis Howcutt 
francishowcutt@gmail.com 
8 July 2024 


waneive weuchron LamPoRr. 


1665 is notorious as the year when bubonic plague devasted London, causing the deaths 
of scores of thousands of people.* A rat-borne infection, distributed to its human victims 
by fleas, the plague also struck further afield, with a mixed impact on the area north of 
Northampton. For instance, Brixworth parish register does not mention an outbreak in that 
year; twelve burials were recorded at Brixworth in 1665, which is almost exactly the same 
as the average number of burials in the other four years of the period 1663 to 1667. In 
contrast, the situation at Hanging Houghton, a hamlet in the parish of Lamport and 
situated two miles north of Brixworth, was dire. A total of 56 householders were listed in 


1 Brixworth Bulletin 65, June 2020, page 23. 

2 A generall Bill for this present year, ending the 19 of December 1665 etc. according to the Report made to the 
King’s most excellent Majesty. By the Company of Parish Clerks of London. 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/2/2f/Bill_of Mortality.jpg/357px- 

Bill of Mortality.jpg 

stated 68,596 died of the plague in the City of London and its suburbs. It is likely that at such a chaotic time 
many other deaths were not recorded. 
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the whole of Lamport parish in connection with the 1673-1674 hearth tax, only 18 of them 
being at Hanging Houghton.? Yet, 15 Hanging Houghton residents died within three months 
in the latter part of 1665, all being buried during the period 10 August to 5 November. Just 
one of these was not flagged in the parish register as a plague victim. Only three other 
burials were recorded in the Lamport register in the whole of that year.* 


It is clear from Lamport parish register that many of those who fell sick at Hanging 
Houghton were put into isolation. The dead were not carried the mile to Lamport 
churchyard but buried in the field or at home. The most poignant group is John Smith 
followed by all the five of his children who had still been alive at the beginning of 1665. 
Lamport parish register indicates that the ages of these children were between ten and 
one years (see Appendix B). It seems their mother Elizabeth survived these devastating 
losses but no later record of her has been positively identified. 


So, why did the pestilence strike Hanging Houghton? 


When describing the earthwork remains of the Montagu 
family’s great house and its gardens which are 
immediately south of Manor Farm at Hanging 
Houghton, Historic England states that the building was 
abandoned in 1665 ‘following the demise of the entire 
family during the plague’.? However, nobody with that 
surname appears amongst the 1665 burials recorded 
in Lamport parish register. The only burial of a person 
with Montagu or a similar surname found anywhere in 
Northamptonshire in that year is recorded at Weekley 
as: ‘Edward Mountagu eldest sonne of Edward Lord 
Mountagu was buryed Octob: 13:1665’. Primary 
sources confirm that members of the Montagu family 
continued to hold the manor of Hanging Houghton after 
1665. In 1655 Robert, Viscount Mandevile was dealing 
with the manor; not until 1670 did he along with his father Edward Montagu, 2nd Earl of 
Manchester (1602-1671)® convey it to Sir Justinian Isham.’ It is certain that the Montagu 
family was not wiped out, but very credible that infection was brought to Hanging 
Houghton as a result of the family fleeing from the perils of London to their country 
residence. It is feasible that the death of Edward Montagu in 1665 (plausibly of the plague) 
combined with the sale of the property a few years later inspired the notion that the whole 
Montagu family had succumbed to the epidemic. 


3 The National Archives: E179/254/14. This has been indexed by name and place as well as in its original order 
and can be obtained along with an introduction from: 
https://www.parishchest.com/northamptonshire-hearth-tax-index-1673-1674-10546.php 

* References here to the year 1665 are to the period from January 1664/1665 to December 1665. 

5 Historic England: Great house and gardens at Hanging Houghton. 
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1017185 ?section=official-list-entr 

5 The portrait on this page of Edward Montagu, 2" Earl of Manchester was painted by Peter Lely. Original held 


by National Portrait Gallery. Image via Wikimedia Commons. In public domain, having regard to the judgement 
in THJ v Sheridan, paragraphs 15 & 16. 


7 A History of the County of Northampton, volume 4, edited L F Salzman (London 1937). 


https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/northants/vol4/pp195-200 (footnotes 92 & 93). 
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Appendix A: Burials recorded in Lamport parish register, 1665 


Buried Details Family 
group 
10 August John Line the younger of Houghton (who died as is supposed of | Line 
the plague) was buried at home 
31 August Francis ye son of Richard Tiler (alias Tomlinson) of Houghton 
about 3 moneths of age 
31 August Robert the son of Edward Stonley of Houghton, dying of the 


plague was buried at home 
3 September John Line ye elder of Houghton dying of ye plague at a Cabin in | Line 
ye field was there buried 

8 September Thomas ye Grandson of Edward Stonly of Houghton dying of ye 
plague in a Cabin was there buried 

19 September | Anna maria widow of the said John Line dying at a Cabin in the Line 
field was there buried 
20 September | Widow Poole of Houghton dying (as is feared) of the plague was | Poole 
buried at home 

22 September | John the son of John Wilson of Codgebrooke dying of the plague 
was buried in ye field 


14 October John Smith of Houghton suspected to dy of the plague was Smith 
buried at home 

15 October Anne ye daughter of Thomas Smith of Houghton dying as is Smith 
feared of the plague 

21 October Thomas Sumner of Houghton suspected to dy of the plague was 


buried at home 
1-5 November | James, John, Elizabeth, Susan and Sarah, being all the children Smith 
of the said John Smith of Houghton dying of the plague were 
buried at home about the 1%, 2 ,3, 4, or 5 of November 

7 December Elizabeth the wife of Richard Lichfield of Bluborough lodge 


Eleven of those who died of the plague at Hanging Houghton were members of one of 
these family groups. 


Line & Poole 


The will of William Poole, a yeoman of Hanging Houghton who was buried at Lamport on 
7 March 1653/1654, mentions his wife Anne and son William Poole.® Lamport parish 
register records the publication in April 1654 of notices of the intended marriage of ‘William 
Poole of Hanging Houghton sonne of Ann Poole of the same Towne widdowe and Dorothy 
Line daughter of John & Amaria of the same’ and that the couple were married on the 
tenth of that month. This establishes the relationship of ‘widow Poole’ to John & Anna 
Maria Poole and to that couple’s son John, all four of whom died of the plague. 


Smith 


It is very plausible that Anne the daughter of Thomas Smith (buried 15 October) was also 
related to John Smith and his five children. 


No record has been found of wills made by any of those who died of the plague at Hanging 
Houghton. 


8 Northampton Archdeaconry Court: 4°" series, book 8, number 160. The will was not proved until 1671. 
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Appendix B: Children of John & Elizabeth Smith baptised at Lamport 


e 4 July 1652 - James the sonne of John Smith of Houghton and 
Elizabeth his wife [‘James the sonne of John Smith of Houghton & 
Elizabeth his wife’ was buried on 22 November 1654] 

e 24 December 1654 - James the sonne of John Smith of Houghton and 


Elizabeth his wife 


e 1657 - John the sonne of John Smith of Houghton and Elizabeth his 
wife was borne the 5“ and baptised the 10 day of May 
e i July 1660 - Elizabeth the daughter of John Smith of Houghton & 


Elizabeth his wife 


e 30 March 1662 - Susan the daughter of John Smith of Houghton & 


Elizabeth his wife 


e 1 May 1664 - Sarah the daughter of John Smith of Houghton & 


Elizabeth his wife 


Appendix C: Descent of Eleanor Poole from William Poole & Dorothy Line 


William POOLE 


married 1654 Lamport 
buried 1701 Lamport 


Everard POOLE 

born 1656/1657 

Hanging Houghton 

married 1680/1681 Moulton 


buried 1716 Overstone 


Samuel POOLE 

baptised 1685/1686 Scaldwell 
married 1711 Lamport 

buried 1758 Lamport 


Eleanor POOLE 
baptised 1713 Lamport 
married 1736 Cold Ashby 
buried 1781 Brixworth 


Dorothy LINE 
baptised 1630/1631 Lamport 


buried 1721 Lamport 


Esther WALTON 
baptised 1658 Brixworth 


buried 1733 Orlingbury 


Elizabeth BAKER 
baptised 1685/1686 Kettering 


buried 1753 Lamport 
Thomas ALLOM 
baptised 1712 Moulton 


buried 1786 Brixworth 


Eleanor Poole was a great grandmother of: 


e Charles Howcutt (alias Franklin) (1792-1860) 
° John Howcutt (1801-1859) 
e Sarah Allom (1811-1859), wife of William Howcutt (1809-1833) 


